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IMPORTANT EVENTS IN ISRAEL, 
950-621 B. C. 



By Ira M. Price, 
The University of Chicago. 

Decline of Solomon's kingdom: — /. The disruption. — 2. The dynasty of 
Omri. — j. Religious policy of fehoshaphat. — 4. Alliances between fudah 
and Israel. — 5. The oral prophets. — 6. Revolution of fehu. — 7. Prosperity of 
fudah and Israel under Uzziah and feroboam II respectively. — 8. The writ- 
ing prophets. — 9. Reforms of Hezekiah. — 10. Fall of Samaria . — //. Defection 
of Manasseh. — 12. Rise of fosiah. — Chronological list of important events, 
950-621 B. C. 

The Solomonic kingdom had been gilded with the glory of 
peace and prosperity, but the rumblings and grumblings of rest- 
less subjects threatened her security. The tyrannical demands of 
the government, the slackened grip of the effeminate old ruler, 
and the ambitious designs of jealous and aspiring men of influ- 
ence shook the reigning power from center to circumference. 
Before the death of the king of sages, his empire was struck with 
a tide of dissolution. One after another the small provinces and 
peoples broke off and fell away and set up their own kingdom, 
until the "promised land" had shriveled down again to the 
original land of conquest. By the demise of the great king the 
shrunken territory and nation of Israel were permeated with a 
subtle yet sure regard for the gods of the earlier allied peoples. 
The religious life was tainted and tinctured by the seductive 
rites and ceremonies of the pantheon of Solomon's wives. The 
falling to pieces of the great kingdom, the religious and political 
decline of the power of Israel, presented a grave problem for a 
successor to Solomon. Mutterings of the old animosities between 
the kingdoms of Saul and David threatened to rupture even the 
little remnant of a kingdom left as Solomon's heritage to his son. 

I. The disruption. — The heir to the throne of David, Reho- 
boam, saw the breakers swelling in the North, and to pour oil on 
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their troubled surface left the capital city, Jerusalem, and 
repaired to Shechem to assume the throne and to receive the 
crown of all Israel. Patriarchal and tribal ceremonies had linked 
this spot to the past, and consecrated it in the eyes of the pious 
and loyal Israel. Here the flower of the nation gathered in all 
its glory, ready to give its strength to the cause of right and 
justice. Before casting themselves at the feet of a son of Solo- 
mon, and swearing allegiance to his crown, they reveal their tem- 
perature by a mild and modest request to slacken the demands, 
and to reduce the taxes. The ambitious royal youth wisely 
asks time for counsel. The cabinet of Solomon, who had seen 
the wreck of their old king's realm, were first sought. Their 
conservatism and moderation displeased the aspiring prince. 
Then his own fellow-sportsmen, reared in the shadow of the 
court, came to his rescue in advising a high-pressure policy in 
exchange for the low pressure of his father. The end of the 
three days brought the rasping reply of the expectant monarch. 
That was the dynamite bomb that blasted asunder the kingdom 
of Israel. Quick as a flash the ten tribes hurled their threats 
and their ultimatum at the impudent young aspirant, who was 
forced to fly for his safety to his father's former capital city, 
Jerusalem. The smouldering fires in the bosom of the ten tribes 
burst forth, and destroyed every claim of Rehoboam, and even 
slew the tax collector with whom he intended to enforce his 
demands. 

A refugee from the wrath of Solomon, a man of recognized 
ability, Jeroboam, had returned from Egypt and was accorded 
the crown and the throne of the ten tribes. No time was lost in 
securing his prize and in taking measures for the defense of his 
kingdom. Military headquarters were established at Shechem 
on the west, and at Penuel on the east, of the Jordan. The army 
was organized, and the defenses equipped against possible attack. 
But Jerusalem was the center of worship, whither all loyal wor- 
shipers of Jehovah gravitated. To meet the religious demands 
of his subjects and at the same time to unify the spirit of his 
kingdom, Jeroboam set up both at Bethel, near the southern 
boundary line, and at Dan, in the extreme north, a golden calf. 
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As priests he installed only such of the people as could comply 
with certain conditions (2 Chron. 13:9). This winnowed out 
into the southern kingdom the true Jehovah worshipers, and cen- 
tralized the worship of the ten tribes at the two places located 
by royal decree. 

Instead of one large, favored, and famed empire of Solomon 
we now find two little kingdoms at swords' points politically and 
religiously. Side by side they scowled and growled for long 
years, emulating each other in politics and religion. 

The retrograde policy of Jeroboam, the son of Nebat, inocu- 
lated the ten tribes, threatening them with a fatal disease. 
Though superior politically to their southern neighbors, their 
first dynasty of kings met its fate in a tragedy enacted in the 
royal army (1 Kings 15 : 25-31). 

2. The dynasty of Otnri. — Anarchy and civil revolution fol- 
lowed in rapid succession, and the very life of the kingdom 
seemed to be ebbing away. Several years of bloody tragedies, 
in which two kings and dynasties fell before their assassins, and 
a third put the torch to his own palace, and perished in that 
funeral pyre (1 Kings 16:9-20), stained the brightest hopes of 
the ten tribes. But might established the right of the stronger, 
and Omri routed his rival Tibni (1 Kings 16: 16-29), and was 
triumphantly crowned king over the bleeding little kingdom. 
What city should be his capital? Tirzah was associated in thought 
with the atrocities of anarchy, and to sit upon a throne within 
her walls would be to court the dagger's point. With the sagac- 
ity of a military leader Omri selected and purchased as the site 
for his headquarters a strategical hill, commanding a fertile plain 
and a broad horizon. Upon this sightly and strong position he 
built his royal city and fortress, Samaria. This shrewd stroke, 
and the dispatch with which he carried it out, irresistibly laid 
claim to the loyalty of his subjects. Omri became firmly imbedded 
in the strength of his realm, commanding even the respect of 
foreign peoples. His apparently successful reign is terminated, 
not by the point of a weapon, but by a natural death. 

His son Ahab now lays hold of the scepter to administer the 
kingdom. His first recorded act struck the keynote of the reli- 




THE INSCRIPTION OF KING MESHA OF MOAB, KNOWN AS THE MOABITE STONE, MEN- 
TIONING OMRI'S RECONQUEST OF MOAB. 
(For a transliteration and translation see the Biblical World, January 1896, pp. 60-64.) 
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gious life of Israel. Omri's popularity with Phoenicia had intro- 
duced his son into that foreign court. Ahab's passion for power 
and royalty led him to offer his hand to the attractive young 
princess, Jezebel. The royal marriage is consummated, and the 
Phoenician contingent assumes her share of authority, both over 
the king and over the kingdom. With zeal worthy of a better 
cause she sets about to establish her personality and beliefs in 
this new sphere. The somewhat chaotic religious condition of 
the ten tribes supplied a fair field for religious innovations. 
Jezebel imported and planted in Israelitish soil fresh roots of 
Baal worship. She grafted on the already strange religious 
stocks of Israel new scions of Asherah. As soon as these 
importations began to assume proportions of some importance, 
Jezebel set out to root out every trace of Jehovah worship. Her 
decrees of extermination crushed or crowded into their hiding 
places every aggressive worshiper of Jehovah. The blight of 
Baal and Asherah blasted the land. It was symbolized by the 
famine which drove Ahab to hunt oases of pasture for his flocks. 
This infection raged unabated during the remaining years of the 
house of Omri, and threatened to invade other territory. 

3. The religious policy of Jehoshaphat. — While Ahab and Jez- 
ebel were poisoning the religious life of Israel and putting to 
flight the adherents of Jehovah, Jehoshaphat in Judah was inau- 
gurating a policy diametrically opposite in character. He 
removed the Asherim, some high places, and walked in the first 
ways of David his father (2 Chron. 17:3). With a true insight 
into the basis of religious and political security and growth, he 
devised means of more firmly establishing that basis. Through- 
out his realm he sent princes, priests, and Levites to teach the 
people the law of Jehovah, obedience to which formed the true 
basis of individual and national character. This first recorded 
extension teaching in country and city laid the foundation for 
the secure superstructure of Jehoshaphat's reign. 

With a people fed on the law of Jehovah, and loyal to their 
righteous and noble leader, Jehoshaphat was able to organize 
and command a powerful army. The land was fortified and 
garrisoned by patriotic troops, ready to obey the orders of their 
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king. The esprit de corps of the people of Judah, and the nobil- 
ity of her king winged their way to foreign nations, and com- 
manded their admiration and veneration. The dissipation and 
evaporation of the combined armies of Moab, Ammon, and Seir 
(2 Chron. 20 : 1-30) before the righteous army of this king is 
one illustration of the power of their God-fearing valor. Judah 
became a bulwark of righteousness and of political strength, and 
stood out in vivid contrast with the unrighteousness and polit- 
ical disasters of Israel. 

4. Alliance between Judah and Israel. — The comparative suc- 
cess of the two kings in their respective realms, and their 
national kinship, created a fellow feeling. To exchange royal 
courtesies the king of Judah went with his retinue to the court 
of Ahab in Samaria (1 Kings, chap. 22). While going the 
rounds of the regal festivities, Ahab is suddenly notified of 
another advance of his troublesome neighbors and foes at 
Damascus. His already ripened friendship with Jehoshaphat 
may now be utilized to good purpose. He invites his guest to 
go with him against Syria at Ramoth-gilead. After a fiasco 
with the prophets (1 Kings 22 : 6-28) whom Ahab called in to 
satisfy the religious scruples of Jehoshaphat, and in spite of an 
adverse prophecy, the two kings set out for the fortress of 
Gilead. In the first shock of battle the royal-robed Jehosha- 
phat is attacked personally, and crying out in self-defense is let 
alone, while Ahab, though disguised, is mortally pierced by an 
arrow. The army of Israel suffers defeat and her king dies at 
even (1 Kings 22:35). Jehoshaphat, humiliated and rebuked 
by a prophet for his rashness in allying himself with the wicked 
(2 Chron. 19 : 1-3), returns to Jerusalem a wiser, if not a better 
man. 

This courtly alliance between the two reigning houses did 
not terminate with the battle at Ramoth-gilead. The families 
of the two kings exchanged oriental courtesies and compli- 
ments. These formal greetings ripened into familiar acquaint- 
ances. The fascinating daughter of Ahab (and presumably of 
Jezebel) , Athaliah, seized upon the affections of the son of 
Jehoshaphat and secured them for herself. In due time the 
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political alliance of the kings grew into a domestic alliance of 
their descendants. Jehoram brought his queen to the palace in 
Jerusalem. He was a reckless, vicious man, and a base, wicked 
king. Athaliah was another Jezebel religiously, and was bent on 
propagating at any cost the beliefs of her mother. Such a ruler 
menaced the life of Judah. Baal worship was transplanted from 
Israel, the Asherah were introduced and made to thrive even in 
the capital city. Athaliah threw the whole strength of her 
character against the worship of Jehovah, and for a time it 
seemed almost as if Judah had succumbed to the worship of 
Baal. Political reversals gave Athaliah full reins and she held 
them, too, until a revulsion of sentiment and strength hurled her 
from her throne, rooted up her hated idolatry, and consigned 
both to the shades of destruction. 

5. The oral prophets. — The political and religious revolutions 
of the earlier reigns of the divided kingdom are tempered here 
and there by the fire of a prophet. The king at the head of his 
army, or in his palace, or in his chariot, often met these specters, 
these walking rebukes. Both kingdoms were blessed with their 
intermittent appearance and their healthful and life-giving words. 
They were checks on impetuous kings (cf. 2 Chron. 11:4), warn- 
ing voices against pride on the part of victorious generals (cf. 2 
Chron. 15 : 1-2), predicters of the doom awaiting the rebellious 
(cf. 1 Kings, chap. 14,) rebukers of good-intentioned but mis- 
taken rulers (cf. 2 Chron. 19 : 1-3), denouncers in scathing terms 
of the wilfully disobedient and idolatrous Israel (cf. 1 Kings 
21: 17-^6), and openly and fatally antagonistic to the devotees 
of Baal and Asherah (cf 1 Kings 18 : 17-40). They were the 
terror of such kings as Jeroboam and Ahab, whose consciences 
they probed to the center, and compelled their acknowledgment 
of the evil of their ways. To righteous and well-meaning kings 
they were a joy and a support (cf. 2 Chron. 20 : 15-18). They 
were almost the quickened conscience of the two kingdoms, the 
authoritative proclaimers of the will of the Divine Ruler of his 
people. When Baalism was claiming its armies of victims, 
single-handed, yet divinely armed, the prophets scorched with 
burning words the infamous leaders and fearlessly denounced 
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that leprosy of the nation. In every part of the land their 
presence was a signal for respect, their words were accepted as 
authority, even by kings whose regard for Jehovah had fallen 
into the background (cf. I Kings 21:27-29). Under the per- 
secutions of Jezebel they multipled at an alarming rate, so that 
before the translation of Elijah they numbered some hun- 
dreds. The effect of this " salt of the earth " was to preserve 
intact the better elements of the two kingdoms, and thus to 
guarantee to them a brighter future, and an anticipated per- 
petuity. 

6. The revolution of Jehu. — The dynasty of Omri had scored 
its success in the founding of Samaria, and in the establishment 
of a state religion, though it had fallen into the clutches of the 
powerful Shalmaneser II of Assyria. But its work and waste 
were done. A son of a prophet by mysterious actions and 
words lays the burden of executing the guilty house on Jehu, 
commander-in-chief of the Israelitish army now encamped at 
Ramoth-gilead. In hot-headed haste he sets out for Jezreel, 
the summer residence of the now wounded king Joram. Warned 
by the watchman of Jehu's furious approach Joram and his visit- 
ing nephew, Ahaziah of Judah, hastily mount a chariot to meet 
the on-comer. In reply to an inquiry, " Is it peace, Jehu?" (2 
Kings 9 : 22) , the vehement and fierce general hurls his charges 
against the whole house. They turn to flee, but the unerring 
aim of the skilled archer pierced Joram's heart with an arrow, 
and he fell down dead in the chariot. Ahaziah fled, was wounded 
on the way, and died at Megiddo. The notorious Jezebel, hear- 
ing of the arrival of the general, artistically arranges her toilet 
and peers at him from a window. Her biting sarcasm drew forth 
from Jehu the command, " Throw her down" (2 Kings 9 : 33). 
From a window she was dashed down to the pavement of the 
street. With his blood-bespattered horses " he trode her — 
the daughter of a king — under foot." A sickening tragedy, 
but a fitting climax to her infamous and infernal career ! The 
reckless rage of her murderer left her mangled form exposed on 
the highway, and he went in to "eat and drink." The roving 
dogs of the city improve their time, so that when the buriers 
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come to bury her Elijah's prophecy (i Kings 21:23) had 
received its horrible fulfilment. 

Jehu had only begun to execute his prophet's orders (cf. 2 
Kings 9 : 7-10) . To Samaria he sent letters demanding the heads 
of the seventy sons of Ahab. In fear and in trembling the elders 
of the city capture and decapitate these seventy men and in bas- 
kets carry the heads to Jezreel. Two ghastly piles are made of 
them at the entrance of the gate, and Jehu, upon sight of them, 
feigns innocence. To complete his atrocious designs at Samaria, 
he gave no quarter either to the great men of Ahab, or to his 
familiar friends, or to his priests. His murderous mandate was 
summary, and its execution sweeping. On his way to Samaria 
he meets forty-two kinsmen of the dead Ahaziah of Judah. 
Their kinship was their doom. In cold blood they are all bru- 
tally murdered. 

The limits of Jehu's orders as an executioner had already 
been left far in the rear. But the royal assassin was still relent- 
less and bloodthirsty. There remained one more collection of 
possible victims. By a truculent deception he announces a great 
sacrifice to Baal. Every worshiper throughout all Israel is 
required, on pain of death, not to be missing on this occasion. 
The sanguinary moves of this new ruler had already terrorized 
the populace, and the devotees of Baal rally to the support of 
their new adherent (cf. 2 Kings 10: 18). The house of Baal 
was filled with eager faithful worshipers of their god. Clad in 
the sacred vestments they offered their sacrifices and burnt offer- 
ings. The wily Jehu stationed about the house fourscore men, 
armed for murderous work. At the end of the sacrificial service 
Jehu said to the guard, " Go in and slay them" (2 Kings 10:25). 
The eighty assassins rush in on the unsuspecting worshipers and 
massacre them one and all in cold blood. The pillars of Baal 
are broken down, and the house desecrated. 

Thus this executioner slew not only the house of Ahab, but 
the men of every grade, political and religious, to whom Ahab 
had entrusted important functions in his kingdom. Jehu had 
now exterminated in Israel the house of Omri, and had dealt a 
stunning blow to the religious establishment of Jezebel. 
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7. The expansion of power a?id territory under Uzziali of Judah 
and Jeroboam II of Israel. — The next wave of importance which 
rolled over Judah and Israel was the simultaneous prosperity of 
the two kingdoms. The inaction of the kings of Assyria gave 
Jeroboam II a cherished opportunity to recover and hold lost 
territory. He restored and embodied in his own kingdom all 
the territory from the entering in of Hamath to the sea of the 
Arabah (Dead Sea). His influence and power traced almost 
the northern and eastern boundary lines of the old Solomonic 
empire. The increased revenue and hence luxury of the nobility 
are vividly pictured in the words of the prophet Hosea. 

While Jeroboam II was reveling in his successes, Uzziah of 
Judah, a king of kingly parts, was establishing himself in the 
affections of his people and in the throne of his kingdom. His 
prudence and political wisdom, his piety and push made him to 
prosper. His army battered down Philistine fortresses, and 
compelled the submission of the Arabians of the desert. He 
swept around until his fame commanded the respect of Ammon- 
ites and Egyptians. His boundary lines in the south and south- 
east were almost a duplicate of those of Solomon. His interior 
fortifications and defenses gave his kingdom a solidity unknown 
since the days of Jehoshaphat. The combined kingdoms of 
Judah and Israel at this time almost, if not entirely, equaled in 
territory and power the Solomonic empire. They also furnish us, 
by contrast, one kingdom adhering to Jehovah, and the other to 
the ways of Jeroboam the son of Nebat. 

8. The writing prophets. — In these fruitful and prosperous 
times the prophets no longer simply speak their messages, but 
embody them in written form for use in other times and places. 
They may have delivered them orally before writing, though the 
form cannot always decide for us. These prophets are no longer 
hermits, nor are they collected in great bodies. They are now 
among the most influential of citizens, in politics as well as 
in religion. They are often chief advisers of rulers, and their 
counsel is treated with peculiar regard. Their words carry the 
power of conviction, and their spirit is a stranger to fear. From 
this time to the exile they tower above all other characters at 
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court, on the streets, in the army, in worship. To them all 
others yield in matters of right and righteousness. 

9. The reform of Hezekiah. — From the time of Uzziah the 
kings of Judah had descended on a chute until Ahaz had shot 
into the mire of the pit. Saturated and steeped in the reeking 
slime of a conglomerate idolatry, and humbled, disgraced, and 
bleeding in the claws of the lion of Nineveh, Ahaz is a picture of 
a deserving despair. Stripped of his territory, shorn of his 
power, scorned by his people, he passed away, and was denied a 
burial in the tombs of the kings. 

Hezekiah came to the throne "for such a time as this." 
The idolatrous filth of Ahaz* reign had filled even the temple 
court. Hezekiah, encouraged, doubtless, by the words of a 
zealous Isaiah, is undaunted by the enormity of the task. The 
temple is opened, the courts and sacred places are swept clean 
of their pollution. The alters are replaced, the sacrifices offered, 
the singers reorganized, the temple officials restored, and the 
likeness of earlier days reinaugurated. The passover, too, is 
observed with unwonted joy and duration, and the bounding 
worshipers join the ranks of idol smashers who attempt to undo 
some of the dastardly work of Ahaz. Thus within a short time 
this God-fearing son of a godless father restored and reinvig- 
orated the public religious life of Judah. 

10. The fall of Samaria. — The close of the reign of Jeroboam 
II was the signal for the rise of anarchy in the ten tribes. This 
death-dealing monster stalked full armed through the palaces of 
her kings. Assassination and usurpation followed in rapid suc- 
cession. The approach and conquest of the Assyrian army of 
Tiglathpileser III added to the dismay and the distress of the 
little kingdom. Uncertainties and strained nerves sapped the 
strength of Israel, and made her the easy victim of political 
intriguers and international quarrels. Robbed of their freedom, 
suspicious of their leaders, and sick at heart, the nation plunged 
into excesses of all kinds. Tiglathpileser III dictated their 
policy, their rulers, and their annual tribute to the coffers of 
Assyria. On the death of this monarch another master and 
ally was sought in the person of the king of Egypt. Shalmaneser 
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IV scented the scheme and the rebel Hoshea was seized and 
imprisoned, his land scourged, and his capital besieged. After 
two years of investment a new and a more aggressive king 
appears at Nineveh, Sargon II. In the first year of his reign, 
Samaria, the last important element of the ten tribes, capitulated, 
was plundered, and the inhabitants taken captive to the Assyrian 
royal city. Thus, steeped in idolatry, chastised by the nations, 
torn by civil strife, traitorous to her pledges, and rebellious 
against God, the ten tribes were captured and scattered to the 
winds among the nations of the East. 

1 1. The slumping of Manasseh. — The brilliant career of Heze- 
kiah, with his prophet-counselor Isaiah, in spite of the cam- 
paigns of Sennacherib, seemed to establish for Judah an era of 
prosperity. The generous and godly king enlisted the hearty 
support of a loyal people. At the end of his days he transferred 
to the twelve-year-old Manasseh a strong political kingdom. 
No sooner had the crown been placed on his brow than the 
long-time suppressed idolaters of Ahaz' day arose in their diabolic 
majesty. Encircled by such desperate influences, the youth 
readily yields to their requests. Insidiously the cause of idol- 
atry gains the mastery, and the aggressors win the day. Manas- 
seh falls a victim, and emulates the doings of his grandfather 
Ahaz. The Baalim, the Asheroth, and all emblems and marks 
of foreign worship are reinaugurated in all the land. Enchant- 
ments and sorcery and wizards and witchcraft and familiar spirits 
are popularized and invoked. Moloch even receives his vic- 
tims out of the sons of the king (2 Chron. 33:6). Jehovah 
worship and worshipers were crushed under the heel of Manasseh, 
and innocent blood flowed on the streets of the city of David. 
The house of the Lord was defamed and desecrated by the 
horrors of the idol and its devotees. Though threatened by 
prophets, this brutal idolater mocked at God, and rushed on in 
his mad course, dragging behind him the kingdom of Judah. 
King and people together sunk into the mire of the direst idol- 
atry, until their very life was threatened with extinction. 

12. Theriseofjosiah. — The unsparing rod of Assyrian cap- 
tivity, the revulsion of the better element against idolatrous 



IMPOR TA NT E VENTS IN ISRA EL 4 4 1 

excesses, even against king Amon himself, repressed and held 
back the flood of virulent evils. Surrounded by this spirit of 
self-assertion on the part of the righteous, Josiah assumed the 
crown. A company of God-fearing men and women, among 
them Huldah the prophetess, and Jeremiah, held with a divine 
tenacity to the reins of power. Their gathering strength and 
their burning zeal attracted many timid yet true worshipers of 
Jehovah. Their ranks were rapidly filling up, and their own fire 
kindled in the hearts of many new volunteers. Josiah, with this 
armored host, was already wiping out the dark spots of debasing 
idol worship. The temple was renovated, reopened, and the 
new-old service established. The magazine which supplied him 
with the most powerful weapons was the book of the law found 
in the debris of the neglected temple. But with this discovery 
our theme receives its period. 

Summary. — In a bird's-eye view of the period of Israel's 
history from 950-621 B. C, we locate the following as some of 
the outstanding facts of most importance: (1) the disruption 
of the Solomonic kingdom; (2) the founding and growth of 
the dynasty of Omri ; (3) the religious policy of Jehoshaphat; 
(4) the alliances between Judah and Israel; (5) the activity 
of the oral prophets; (6) the revolution of Jehu; (7) the 
prosperity of Judah and Israel under Uzziah and Jeroboam II 
respectively; (8) the writing prophets; (9) the reforms of 
Hezekiah ; (10) the fall of Samaria; (11) the defection of 
Manasseh ; and (12) the rise of Josiah. These, in the range of 
the history of Judah and Israel, rise above all other peaks, and 
most strongly impress the student of that variable period. 



CHRONOLOGICAL LIST OF IMPORTANT EVENTS, 95O-62I B. C. 

Disruption of the Solomonic kingdom, ------ 938 

Founding of the dynasty of Omri, ca. 889 

Accession of Ahab, ca. 877 

Accession of Jehoshaphat, - - 876 

Ahab's defeat in the battle of Karkar, ^.854 

Revolution of Jehu, - . - ca. 842 

Athaliah's supremacy in Jerusalem, 842-836 
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Accession of Jeroboam II of Israel, ------ ca. 780 

Accession of Uzziah of Judah, ------- ca. 782 

Beginning of Amos' activity, ------- ca. 765 

The campaign of Tiglathpileser III in the West, - - . 742 

Beginning of Isaiah's activity, ------- ca. 740 

Accession of Ahaz, --------- ca. 735 

Fall of Damascus before Assyria, -.-... 732 

Accession of Hezekiah, -------- ca. 727 

Fall of Samaria before Sargon II, - 722 

Beginning of Micah's activity, ------- ca. 720 

Sennacherib's invasion of Judah, .--.__ 701 

Accession of Manasseh, -------- ca. 698 

Assyrian captiyity of Manasseh, ------ ca. 647 

Accession of Josiah, --------- ca. 640 



